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Letter from the Secretariat 

Delegates, 

Welcome to the background guides for MiniMUN 2018! Whether it is your first 

or third Model United Nations conference, it is our hope at MiniMUN that you will 

continue to further expand your knowledge of MUN, world issues, and the UN itself.  

The purpose of this background guide is to introduce the committee and the 

topic, as well as help you write your position paper. Details on position paper and 

submission are available under the Position Paper tab on our website: 

http://chsminimun.weebly.com/position-papers.html 

The topics and committees were chosen to reflect the problems that our world 

leaders face. As a delegate, you will be stepping into the role of world leaders. You will 

take on perspectives different from your own, and you will push for what your country 

believes to be right.  

We have diligently worked to make this year’s topics even more captivating and 

advanced than previous years. If at any time, you are having trouble understanding the 

background guide, finding information on the topic, or writing your position paper, 

please contact your chairs for help. They are more than willing to assist you to make 

MiniMUN a productive and engaging conference! 

We are very excited to see you at MiniMUN 2018! 

Christine Pang and Curran Myers 

Secretary-General and Director-General, MiniMUN 2018 

 
 

http://chsminimun.weebly.com/position-papers.html
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Description of Committee 

The Disarmament and International Security Committee is the First Committee 

of the UN General Assemblies. Its main focuses are on disarmament, global challenges 

and threats to peace that affect the international community, as well as to seek out 

solutions to the challenges in the international security regime. Established in 1946, it 

plays a critical role in maintaining local and international peace.  

Noteworthy topics discussed by the Disarmament and International Security 

Committee include nuclear proliferation in the middle east, the role of science and 

technology in international security, and of course, the demilitarization of the Arctic, 

and the flow of firearms in the Middle East. Every year, all 193 member states are 

welcome to attend and debate during the four to five week period after the UN General 

Assembly General Debate.  

The Disarmament and International Security Committee, like all general 

assemblies, have their sessions structured into three distinct stages: general debate, 

thematic discussion, and action on drafts. Therefore, we strongly encourage our 

delegates to model committee sessions similarly, to ensure a comprehensive and 

organized conference.  

DISEC: http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/  

 
 

 

http://www.un.org/en/ga/first/
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The Future of Autonomous Weapons  

Introduction 

Until recent years, warfare was fought entirely by men themselves or vehicles 

and weapons directly controlled by humans. The last decade has a seen a sharp 

increase in drone warfare which some argue has depersonalized war and made it 

easier to ignore the moral implications of the atrocities of war. A new technology is 

slowly coming in to public view, however, which could take this problem to new 

extremes. Several states are developing technologies for completely autonomous war 

machines. These machines, unaided by human control, can cause mass destruction 

and loss of human life without anyone ever having to pull a trigger. These machines so 

far have no UN regulation governing them, and the time has come for the members of 

the disarmament and international security body to make decisions about what will 

and will not be acceptable on an international level regarding the use of autonomous 

war machines.  

Non-Governmental Intervention 

The spread of unmanned weapons has intensified debate over their legality and 

position in International Law. Complete bans on autonomous weapons have been 

called for since 2012, by the Human Rights Watch and prominent NGO, the Campaign 

to Stop Killer Robots (CSKR). In 2015, the Future of Life Institute proposed a ban on 

offensive autonomous weapons, which was supported by tens of thousands of 
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signatories, including Elon Musk and Stephen Hawking. Lobbying by the CSKR has led 

to two “informal meetings of experts” in Geneva as part of the UN’s Convention on 

Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW), which has developed a Lethal and Autonomous 

Weapons Systems (LAWS) section. Assembling a Group of Governmental Experts on 

LAWS remains under discussion for CCW.  

Types of Autonomous Weapons 

Although still far from the Terminator, autonomous weapons have deployed in 

many settings with varying human influence. Experts separate autonomous weapon 

systems by the level of human control:  

● Human-in-the loop  systems require direct human action during 

decision-making cycles.  

● Human-on-the-loop devices have a human supervising the decision process, 

with the potential to intervene if necessary  

● Human-out-of-the-loop  machines select targets and apply force without human 

intervention or oversight. 

Autonomous weapons have been deployed mainly in defensive settings for the 

time being, but upcoming weapons systems are increasingly designed with 

independence from humans in mind, such as the British Brimstone and Taranis 

missiles. Well-known defensive systems include Israel’s Iron Dome, the U.S.A.’s 

Phalanx CIWS mode, and South Korea’s “Super aEgis II” along its Demilitarized 

border.  
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Criticisms of Autonomous Weapons 

Defenders of autonomous weapons bans insist that the technology will literally 

dehumanize conflict, making it more dangerous for poor and invaded nations. First 

off, without a major risk of military casualties for the aggressor, one of the greater 

deterrents of going to war could be removed from the equation. In the battlefield 

itself, machines could be unable to separate a enemy fighter from a frightened mother, 

who stand armed with toy guns, leading to more civilian casualties. Finally, human 

soldiers also emphasize personal connections in the regions of conflict with locals, and 

doing so allows for conflict with room for mercy and compassion.  

For those building these technologies, autonomous weapons represent a 

method of inserting a higher level of control into conflict situations. Without emotions, 

autonomous weapons would be able to wait longer than humans to make the kill 

decision. Even then, it would only have to incapacitate, rather than directly proceeding 

to mortal shots to avoid the chance of further fire. Also appreciated is the flexibility 

that such systems would offer, from accessing hazardous environments, such as 

minefields, to reducing human involvement in the line of fire. 

 

Past UN Action 

In April of 2014, the Convention on certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) held 

the first, and to date only, meeting on autonomous weapons. Dr. Neil Boothby, a 

researcher who focuses on the effects of armed conflict on children, addressed the 
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committee on possible challenges regarding international law and autonomous 

weapons. He stated that there are several criteria such weapons must meet to be 

considered lawful under current UN protocol . The first issue brought up by Dr. 

Boothby is that such weapons must not cause suffering which has no corresponding 

military purpose. One prong of this requirement is that for the combatants the 

machine is meant to attack, it can’t inflict unnecessary suffering, and once again a 

shortage of technology is at issue. There is presently no way for such a machine to 

distinguish between a dead and alive enemy. If an enemy is dead clearly suffering is 

not an issue. However, leaving a combatant in a compromised position where they 

have several unnecessary non-lethal wounds this could cause unnecessary suffering. 

Another is the type of force the machine uses. Obviously bullets are the likely means of 

exerting force, but it is altogether possible that such machines might employ fire or 

gas. In this event the damage it causes could become of the type the UN might deem 

unnecessary. The second issue brought up in the speech was the discriminant nature 

of the weapons. This poses a challenge considering that, while the technology exists to 

recognize faces against backgrounds, there is no readily apparent way to determine if 

a face is that of a military combatant or a civilian fleeing a battleground to find safety. 

This is a major issue that needs dealing with. A weapon must be capable of being 

directed at military targets. Currently there is no sort of facial recognition software 

capable of making the appropriate distinctions. This is an area many tech giants are 

working hard to develop, however, at present the technology is still in its infancy. 



The Future of Autonomous  DISEC   CHS MiniMUN 2018 
Weapons 
 

Autonomous Weapons Systems introduce a new type of warfare, but does that 

mean that the current regime regulating warfare would still be relevant? The Geneva 

conventions regulate how states are to act in war time, how prisoners are to be 

treated, and the safety of civilians or wartime correspondents, but how do 

autonomous weapons fit into this framework? It is to be assumed that the current 

standing regime of regulations on wars would translate into use regardless of the type 

of weapon used, but are autonomous weapons able to truly uphold international law 

on their own? Currently the systems lack the ability to sense civilian or fighter, it 

would be unable to detect whether a combatant was attempting to surrender and 

become a prisoner, and its ability to indiscriminately follow its programming 

regardless of the situation at hand could cause serious problems with the existing 

international laws governing war. In order to uphold the principles established in the 

field of war regulation, the autonomous weapon systems would need to be designed 

with the laws themselves directly in mind. Until this level of integration into the 

weapon design is made, autonomous weapons are a possible human rights disaster 

waiting to happen.  

 

Questions to Consider 

1. Do past regulations on International Security and rightful aggression cover 

autonomous weaponry? How do they fit the current laws of war? 

2. What are the overall objectives for the discussions on lethal autonomous 

weapons? Code of conduct, regulations, restrictions, prohibition? 
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3. What degree would a ban on autonomous weapons take? Would it encompass 

development, stockpiling, or use? 

4. Are nations entitled to deploy autonomous weapons in their own territory or on 

their borders? 

5. Should autonomous weapon strikes be considered acts of war, invasions, or war 

crimes? 


